Connatal herpes zoster.
We describe a case of connatal herpes zoster present in a newborn girl whose mother had been exposed to varicella infection during the seventh month of pregnancy. A few minutes after delivery, the newborn was examined for an erythematous maculopapular rash with clear grouped vesicles involving the right L2-L4 dermatome. She was given varicella zoster immunoglobulin and oral and topical acyclovir, and all the skin lesions were completely healed eight days later. This report emphasizes one aspect of the relationship between maternal exposure to varicella zoster virus infection and the occurrence of connatal shingles, the benign course of the disease in this case, and the favorable response to acyclovir therapy in neonates.